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What are OERs?

OER are teaching, learning, and research 
resources that reside in the public domain 
or have been released under an 
intellectual property license that permits 
their free use and re-purposing by others 
– William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Examples of OER include: full courses, course modules, 
syllabi, lectures, homework assignments, quizzes, lab and 
classroom activities, pedagogical materials, games, 
simulations, and many more resources contained in digital 
media collections from around the world. 

– OER Commons



OERs are part of the Open 

Movement





Now alternative licensing options such 

as the GNU General Public License 

and Creative Commons provide a 

range of options where some rights are 

reservedWork 

cannot be 

used, 

adapted, 

copied, or 

published 

without 

permission.

Creative Commons:

Work may be used without 

permission, but only under 

certain circumstances

Creators set the rules for the 

way their work is used.

Work can be 

used adapted, 

copied and 

published, 

completely 

without 

restrictions, 

no 

permissions 

needed.



Creative commons licenses



What does OER mean 

to us?

1. Harnessing - what is out there –

curating

2. Adapting – structure of our 

courses, context

3. Giving back – sharing (licensing)



Why OER?

What are the 

of OER?



Benefits

• Loads of resources available

• Supplement materials with what is already 

available

• Build your own resources

• Promote your work to a global audience

• Communities of practice

• Increased quality of learning materials



What are the implications 

of OERs?

• Unlimited access to knowledge on 

WWW

• Digital knowledge resources, anytime, 

anywhere

• Decrease out-of-package costs

• Equipped for an ever-changing society 

(graduateness)

• Retain copyright and still share





Barriers (Research)

Philosophy

Technical

Economic
Legal

Skills

Quality



Legal

Enabler Constraint

• Academics are not aware of 
Creative Commons or how 
Creative Commons works

• They are not that concerned 
about their Intellectual 
property (although they do 
want attribution) but they are 
very concerned about 
infringing the copyright of 
others



Quality

Enabler Constraint

• You are the quality 

assurer of what 

you use

• They can be 

adapted

• Fit for use or not 

ready to use

• Perceptions



2017 OER Strategy

• Unisa Commitment to concept of ‘Openness’



Unisa OER Strategy (Cont)

• Strategy for openness - 2017

• Systematic integration of high quality available 

OERs in Unisa courses – 2018

• QA targetted Open Unisa courses for Global 

OER Repository – 2019

• Contribution to Global OER Repository – 2020

• Integrated campuses – with other institutions -

2021



Where is Unisa Open?



Unisa OPEN



https://youtu.be/sAzJe7lrCGk







Unisa Institutional Repository









OpenUCT
http://open.uct.ac.za/

http://open.uct.ac.za/




Vector component simulation



University of Western Cape



Need more information?

• The Centre for Professional Development has 
Road Shows to talk to you
– Staff meetings, etc

• CPD has f2f workshop
– 1-2 days, depending on your needs

– Finding OERs, search tips, etc

• CPD has “Intro to OERs” free online course
– 5-6 weeks long

– What are OERs, 

– Finding them, mixing them

– Licensing your OERs
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